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98-347

August 2, 1998

For Immediate Release:
EIU PRESIDENT OFFERS CONGRATULATIONS TO SUMMER GRADS
CHARLESTON -- When Eastern Illinois University President David L. Jorns voiced
his best wishes to 250-plus summer graduates Sunday, he meant every word.
"When I shake your hand and say congratulations, I mean it," he said in his charge
to the Class of '98. "I mean it because I'm impressed by the fact that you took the time and
the trouble to get this far, and because I know my future-- and the future of everyone on
this platform and in this audience -- is in your hands.
"So I charge you to do well, to be more than you ever have been before, and to live
up to the responsibilities conferred upon you by this meaningful action, this ritual, this
ceremony which honors one of the milestones in your life."
The ceremony, which began at 2 p.m. in EIU's Lantz Gymnasium, honored students
from the Graduate School, the Lumpkin College of Business and Applied Sciences, the
College of Education and Professional Studies, the College of Sciences, the College of
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CONGRATULATIONS

Arts and Humanities, and the School of Adult and Continuing Education (Board of Trustees
Bachelor of Arts degree).
A special degree was presented to the family of Charleston resident Mitchell L.
Wood who succumbed to cancer last year at the age of 41. His death came just months
before his scheduled graduation date of December 1997.
Wood's wife, Nancy, and children, Nicholas and Megan Wood, accepted his
bachelor of arts degree earned though Eastern's BOT/BA program.
Among those joining Jorns on stage during Sunday's ceremony were Student Body
President Steve Zielinski of Lindenhurst; EIU Alumni Association President Michael A.
Lester ('66) of Hazel Crest and Faculty Senate Chairperson Gail Richard of Charleston.
Carl Koerner Jr. of Effingham offered greetings on behalf of Eastern's Board of Trustees.
Kenneth R. Sutton, professor of secondary education and foundations and
representing the School of Adult and Continuing Education's BOT/SA degree program, led
Sunday's procession as faculty marshal. A member of Eastern's faculty since 1970, Sutton
carried the university mace, traditionally a symbol of honor accorded a marshal of
commencement. The mace was fashioned out of Illinois walnut by Robert Sonderman,
professor emeritus from Eastern's School of Technology.

-30-

